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Knowledge BuildingKnowledge Building

• To promote students’ learning

• To facilitate higher-order thinking skills

• To allow students actively engage in 
brainstorming ideas, identifying problems, 
researching for solutions and evidence, 
debating and discussing with peers



Knowledge BuildingKnowledge Building

Phase One
� Develop a collaborative learning culture in the classroom

Phase Two
� Start Knowledge Forum

Phase Three
� KBIP (Knowledge Building International Project)



Phase One: Phase One: Develop a collaborative learning culture in the classroom

Understanding students’ prior knowledge 
� Sharing past experience

Forming groups
� Working together to brainstorm ideas on a topic

Facilitating initial inquiry
� Assign reading materials or search online for more information

Integrating GS lessons with English lessons
� GS:To stimulate students’ thinking with the help of KB questionsin 

teachers’ daily teaching practices
� Eng: teach students the proper ways to express their opinions 

politely



Post up KB wall paper in the classroom for discussion

Phase One: Phase One: Develop a collaborative learning culture in the classroom



Phase Two: Phase Two: How to Knowledge Building and Knowledge Forum



Self introduction among students in HK and SpainSelf introduction among students in HK and Spain

Phase Three: KBIP (Knowledge Building International Project)



Video conference between teachers

( Hong Kong-Spain))

Phase Three: KBIP (Knowledge Building International Project)



Video conference between students 
(Hong Kong – Spain)

Introduction Introduction 
of MPSof MPS

Introduction Introduction 
of H.K.of H.K.

How much energy How much energy 
is used up ?  is used up ?  

�� morningmorning
�� afternoonafternoon
�� eveningevening
�� nightnight

2 questions:2 questions:

1)1) Are there special Are there special 
ways of using ways of using 
energy in Spain?energy in Spain?

2)2) What types of What types of 
transportation transportation 
uses the least uses the least 
energy? energy? 

Phase Three: KBIP (Knowledge Building International Project)



Motivate studentsin using KF
1. Understand students’ prior knowledge and 

experience
2. Facilitate initial inquiry
3. Awards
4. Interact with Spanish students



FollowFollow--up questions on up questions on ““ EnergyEnergy”” for studentsfor students’’ discussiondiscussion

1) What are the differences in the consumption and conservation of 
energy between Hong Kong and Barcelona (i.e. Climate, Economics,
Technological Development)?

2) Energy is subject to the law of conservation of energy. According to 
this law, energy can neither be created (produced) nor destroyed by 
itself. It can only be transformed. Why is there an energy crisis?

1. Understand students’ prior knowledge and experien ce



2. Facilitate initial inquiry

• Reading materials (online resources)

• Library search

• Use scaffolds in KF to facilitate discussion



3. Awards

• Certificate of Merit for Knowledge Builders

Build-on notes

Scaffolds

My theory
I need to understand
New information, etc



4. Interact with Spanish students

• Self-introduction view

• Video conference



Suggestion
• Provide more informal interaction for students to 

build up friendship, allowing them to be open to each 
other when discussing KB Questions.


